
Drama News and Reviews 

'All About Eve' at Palace, 
Season's Highest Comedy 

By Jay Carmody 
Screen gems have been rare of late but “All About Eve” which 

opened today at the Palace puts things back in balance. 
This is a movie with just about everything; intelligence, wit, in- 

sight, irony and the highest comedy acting that has come out of 
Hollywood in seasons. 

If there is any justice left that reputedly “lost audience” will race 
out of Its hiding place to pay Its' 
respects to one of the most bril- 
liant pieces of satire the camera 

has ever recorded. Of the satirists 
Involved, Bette Davis, Ann Baxter 
and Celeste Holm are the best of 
those in front of the “All About 
Eve” cameras. The man back of 
It, however, is the basically im- 
portant figure in the film’s pro- 
duction. 

He is Joseph Mankiewicz (“Let- 
ter to Three Wives,” etc.) who 
wrote and directed this acidly 
humorous story of backstage life 
In the legitimate theater. 

It is highly probable that Man- 
kiewicz and his associates will 
snatch most of the year’s movie 
awards out of the hands which 
have seemed to be holding them 
so securely until “All About Eve” 
was released. Like a home run in 
the ninth inning with the bases 
full, it makes earlier heroics seem 

unimportant. 
* * * * 

“All About Eve” has an unbeat- 
ably dramatic setting. This is 
Broadway, that one-word label for 
New York’s theater district. 

In this area of glamorous dress- 
ing rooms, glittering stages, smart 
cafes and brittle humans, Man- 
kiewicz tells the story of two ac- 
tresses and the turbulent world 
they live in. 

Senior of these is Margo (Miss 
Davis), a great star whose private 
life is a gaudily open book. The 
other. Eve (Miss Baxter) is an 

•spirant to Margo’s dizzy pin- 
nacle, a girl who works her way 
Into the great star's favor with 
the crafty purpose pushing her 
into oblivion. 

In telling all about Eve, Man- 
kiewicz introduces almost a dozen 
brilliant samples of the neuro- 
tic personalities which dominate 
show business. 

This is hilariously vindicative 
portraiture, at its wickedest in 
George Sanders’ inspired fill-in of 
an amoral drama critic who would 
crucify his kid sister for a sensa- j 
tional column. Less savage, but; 
still in the mood, is the wavering j 
playwright; the sharp-tongued, 
maid; the empty shell of an old, 
actor; and a host of lesser de- j 
votees of the theater’s mad magic, 
Including its audiences. 

In this adultly drawn gallery 
of the theater’s top-flight humans, 
all of them unforgettable, only 
two have the faintest touch of the j 
script-writer’s sympathy. These 
are a high-minded ulcerous stage 
director and the playwright’s 
brightly honest wife who deals 
with the others with the patience 

EVENING PARKING 
40« •fffjo 

CAPITAL GARAGE 
1320 N. Y. Ay. N.W. 

•ctvMi 13tb and 14ib 

I 
I 

ODonnelU 

1207 E St. N.W. 
1221 E St. N.W. 

CRAB 

IMPERIAL 
Friday Special 

Clam broth, Scallop, Sara* 
toga potatoes, Chef’s salad, 
ram bun, bread and eg. 
batter, coffee or tea 0 5# 

r——--n 
latter the movies...1 
I I 
i i 
I I 
l i 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I l 

(LITTLE TAVERN TIME j 
I for Mouth-Watering 
I I 
1 I 
I I 
I I 

I hamburgers! 
I only 70* 1 

: Jumbo hamburgers, 25c j 
When you taste their 

I I 
j 

onion smothered freshness, j 
"'One Means More". 

I For a Tasty Bite... 
| Day or Nite... Stop at a I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I 1 

“AliL ABOUT EVE,'* a 20tb Century- 
Fox release, produced by Darryl F. Zanuck. 
written and directed by Joseph L. Mankle- 
wlcz. At the Palace. 

The Cast. 
Margo _ Bette Davis 
Eve _ Anne Baxter 
Addison De Witt_George Sanders 
Karen _Celeste Holm 
Bill Simpson _ Oary Merrill 
Lloyd Richards_Hugh Marlowe 
Birdie _ Thelma Ritter 
Miss Casswell_Marilyn Monroe 
Max Fabian_Gregory Ratoff 
Phoebe _ Barbara Bates 
Aged Actor_Walter HamDden 
Girl Randy Stuart 
Leading Man_ Craig Hill 
Doorman Leland Harris 
Autograph Seeker_Barbara White 
Stage Manager_ Eddie Fisher 
Clerk _William Pullen 
Pianist _ Claude Stroud 
Frenchman _Eugene Borden 
Reporter Helen Mowery 
Captain of Waiters _Steve Geray 

wayward children nevr really de- 
serve. 

* * * * 

“All About Eve” is basically a 
stab-in-the-back story in which 
all backs are equally fair game. 
Among the gleaming stilettos, that 
wielded by Eve is the one that 
commands the eye. This involves 
two acting masterpieces, by Miss 
Davis as the highly vulnerable 
older actress. Miss Baxter as the 
viperish young one posing as the 
other woman’s humblest disciple. 

The Academy may have to du- 
plicate its awards for the battle 
these two wage. It rages in every 
corner of theater life, littered 
dressing rooms, crowded cafes, 
private pantries where party 
guests retreat for their strangely 
private purposes, and country 
homes to which the dazzling pub- 
lic pets retire to escape break- 
downs. 

There is expert—perhaps too 
much expert—contrast in the per- 
sonalities of the principal com- 
batants. Miss Davis’ girl is an 
experienced tigress. Miss Baxter’s 
a silkily evil climber. 

Every situation, every detail of 
neurotic character in “All About 
Eve” is played with a quality of 
diabolic energy and skill. Man- 
kiewicz and his players are people 
thoroughly familiar with their 
subject, keen enough to play every 
glint of it for the laugh it con- 
tains. The high comedy level they 
hit is not without its fleeting fla- 
vor of poignance, but they never 
lose sight of the fact that show 
business is a funny business. 

The relish to make “All About 
Eve” as complete at is is real is 
the picture’s only weakness. This 
is that once started, no one knew 
exactly where to stop this Holly- 
wood joke at Broadway’s expense. 
Yet, even though the film runs 
almost 2 hours and 20 minutes, 
there is less justification for stop- 
ping it short than in the case of 
any other production this year. 

It is good to the last poisonously 
witty drop. 

_AMUSEMENTS._ 
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The AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
presents 

erika thimey 
and 

chamber dance group 

In a program of new dance works. 
Fri., Nov. 3 & Sat., Nov. 4—8:30 PJH. 
CLENDENEN HALL, Nebraska & 
Mass. Aves. N.W.. Tickets: $1.50, tax 
inc., on sale at Willard Ticket Ageney 
or at door. 

IN PERSON 
Sunday, Nov. 12th 

ULINE ARENA 
BILLY ECKSTINE 

PLUS 

George Shearing Quintet 
Tickets on Sale 

3 Super Music Stores 
1110 tth St. N.W. • 13 27 H St. N.E. 

1350 F St. N.W. 
*1.80-2.40-3.00-3.60 Tax Inc. 

CHIP—Off an old block named 
John Barrymore is the late 
actor’s son, John Barrymore, 
jr. His latest endeavor is a 

leading role in “High Lone- 
some,” new Western at the 
Metropolitan. 

Where and When 
Current Theater Attractions 

and Time of Showing 
Ambassador—“Harriet Craig”; 

1:30, 3:25, 5:30, 7:30 and 9:40 
p.m. 

Capitol—“The Miniver Story”; 
11 a.m„ 1:45, 4:30, 7:15 and 10 
p.m. Stage shows: 1. 3:45, 6:30 
and 9:15 p.m. 

Columbia—“Toast of New Or- 
leans”; 11:40 a.m...1:40, 3:45, 5:45, 
7:45 and 9:50 p.m. 

Dupont—“Paris Waltz”; 1:25, 
3:25, 5:30, 7:30 and 9:40 p.m. 

Keith’s—"Joan of Arc”; 11:15 
a.m„ 1:50, 4:30, 7:05 and 9:45 p.m. 

Little—“The Glass Mountain”; 
12, 2:25, 4:50, 7:20 and 9:50 p.m. 

Metropolitan — “High Lone- 
some"; 11:35 a.m., 1:35, 3:40. 
5:40, 7:45 and 9:45 p.m. 

National—“Fancy Pants”; 11:15 
a.m., 12:55, 2:40, 4:25, 6:10, 7:55 
and 9:35 p.m. 

Palace—“All About Eve”; 11:10 
a.m., 1:45, 4:25, 7 and 9:40 p.m. 

Pix—“Devil in the Flesh”; 2, 
3:55, 5:50, 7:45 and 9:45 p.m. 

Playhouse — “State Secret”; 
11:15 a.m., 1:20, 3:25, 5:30, 7:40 
and 9:50 p.m. 

Plaza—“Run For Your Money”; 
11:30 a.m.. 1:15, 3, 4:45, 6:30. 
8:15 and 10 p.m. 

Trans-Lux — “Last Holiday”; 
11:15 a.m., 1, 2:45, 4:35, 6:10, 
7:55 and 9:45 p.m. 

Warner—"Harriet Craig”: 11:15 
a.m„ 1:15, 3:20, 5:25, 7:30 and 
9:40 p.m. 
-- 

Limon Returns 
Jose Limon, who has been de- 

scribed as “the finest male dancer 
of his time,” will appear with his 
group in the Lisner Auditorium 
next Monday night. 

The program will feature two 
new works. One is “The Exiles,” 
a big work for two dancers, ac- 

j companied by a two-piano ar- 

rangement of Schoenberg s “Sec- 
iond Chamber Symphony.” The 
other is a group work set to “Pre- 
ludes and Fugues,” by J. S. Bach 
entitled “Concert." 

Limon’s great tour de force “The 
Moor’s Pavane” will be repeated 
this year. 

The Limon dancers have just 
returned from a tour of Mexico 
at the Invitation of the Mexican 
government. Their second Wash- 
ington appearance is sponsored by 
the Institute of Contemporary 
Arts. 
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A Sensational star of 
PS “KIND HEARTS. AND CORONETS" and 
“ ■* winner of the 1950 N.Y. Drama Critics 

Award for his performance in 
“THE COCKTAIL PARTY" continues 

his wonderful one man season 

A nother chorming comedy from the producers of 
"Tight little Island' and "Passport to Pimlico* 

t STARTS TODAY 
T DOORS OMN-H A. M. 
_ 

Hollywood Diary 
Clark Gable Hopes to Get 
Jane Russell for Next Film 

.. By Sheilah Graham—— 
HOLLYWOOD. 

Clark Gable is planning to make 
three pictures during 1951—one 
as an independent, “Lone Star”; 
the other two for Metro. Clark 
plays a Texas rancher in favor of 
annexation in “Lone Star.” His 
leading lady (Jane Russell, he 
hopes) gets a real change of pace. 
She’ll be a woman editor. 

Bette Davis talking to Darryl 
Zanuck, who loves Bette for her 
“All About Eve” smash hit. The 
subject discussed is a return of 
Bette to 20th Century-Fox, to 
star in “Don’t Call Me Mother,” 
with her husband, Gary Merrill. 
This is a comedy about a divorced 
woman whose ex-mate wants her 
to remarry to save him from a fate 
worse than death—alimony. 

Vic Mature has been suspended 
by RKO for three weeks. The 
doctor at the studio states that 
his injured leg isn’t quite ready 
for work. The suspension costs 
Vic around $10,000. And there 
seems to be something wrong 
somewhere because, as you know. 
Vic injured the leg working in a 

picture for his home studio, 20th- 
Fox. 

With Jean Simmons unavail- 
able, Humphrey Bogart is seeking 
a new leading lady for “Sirocco,” 
with Lee Cobb. The picture starts 
November 13 with the new rewrite 
job having Bogey as a black 
marketeer. 

* * * * 

Esther Williams had her heart 
set on having a little girl swimmer. 
But the new boy—born a month 
permaturely—is very welcome, of 
course. In about three months 
Esther will be able to make her 
next movie, “Texas Carnival.” 

Robert Mitchum shot the bank- 
roll on a mink covering for wife 
Dorothy, and they are flying to 
New York for a quick five days 
of playgoing before his “Cowpoke” 
picture. 

Betty Grable may miss the 
starting day of the new Hollywood 
Park race season—Betty has two 
entries stabled there. She has to 
start a new picture almost im- 
mediately. But she might be 
lucky and have a cold or some- 
thing on opening day, November 
7. 

Sir Laurence Olivier, quite un- 
recognizable in his heavy beard, 
at La Rue’s with the Danny Kayes. 
Larry will do anything for his 
art—remember he dyed his hair 
blond for “Hamlet?” But I very 
definitely swoon for him when he’s 
minus that beard. 

* * * * 

Bruce Bennett is going to Paris 
in the spring, to play the American 
impresario in the “The Life of 
Nijinsky.” I was skeptical about 
this movie ever being made, but 
now that every one is so ballet 
mad, I'm convinced. Harcourt 
Algerano, of the Champs Elysees 
Ballet in Paris, plays the famous 
and unhappy dancer. 

Peter Lawford ran into some 
stormy weather on his plane flight 

AMUSEMENTS. 

"Captivatm9ly Gay." 
—CARHODY, STAR 

dupant ZS'Z' 
VALENTINA CORTESA TITO GOBBI 

The GLASS 
MOUNTAIN’’ 

—ALSO— 
"DEATH OF A DREAM” 

A NEWSREEL REVIEW Or THE 
THIRTY YEARS BEFORE KOREA 
NARRATED BY QCENTIN REYNOLDS 

to Honolulu, and was late. Wait- 
ing to greet him was Duke Ka- 
hanamoku. He last saw Pete 16 
years ago when the then boy was 
on a round-the-world cruise with 
his mother and father. 

Elizabeth Taylor has a gam- 
bling arrangement with Husband 
Nicky Hilton. Every Thursday is 
Nicky’s poker night, on which he 
can stay up as late as he likes 
playing poker with the boys. 

Noah Beery, jr., is writing a 
movie biography about two famous 
acting brothers—Wally and Noah 
Berry, sr.—the latter, his late pop. 

Angela Lansbury begged for her 
Metro release. Her contract 
carried another quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars. Well, they gave her 
a release, and Angie, a line actress, 
hasn’t made a movie since. These 
are tough days for free-lancers. 
(Released by North American Newspaper 

Alliance, Inc.) 
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“One Last Fling,” Alexis 'S 
Smith, Zaekery Scott; I 

The Mt. Vernon Players 
Presents 

“Androcles and the Lion” 
by 

George Bernard Shaw 
Nightly thru Sat.. Nov. I—8:30 P.M. 

Undercroft Auditorium 
HOO Mass. Ave. N.W. 

For Tickets Call DI. 1181 
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Here is a strange and exciting woman, 
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who stood in her way. 
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AUo On Screen 

CANDID MIKE < 

SHORT 

COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 

JOAN WENDELL 

CRAWFORD • COREY 
IN 

lUCILE WATSON ALLYN JOSLYN • WILLIAM BISHOP • K.T. STEVENS 
* Screen Play by Anne Froelick and James Gunn 

Based on the Pulitzer Prize winning play. ‘Xraig's Wife." by George Kelly 
Produced by WILLIAM DOZIER Directed by VINCENT SHERMAN 

AMUSEMENTS._ 
Children's Theater of Washinston 

Sponsored bv the D. C. Recreation Dept. 
ALL OVER TOWN 1950 

ORIGINAL MUSICAL 
Roosevelt Auditorium. ! 3th & Allison 

NOVEMBER 2—4:00 P.M. 
NOVEMBER 3—8:l« P.M. 
NOVEMBER I—2:30 P.M. 

Tickets $1.20, 60c, 30c (tax incl.l, 
On sale at Snow Concert Bur au, 

1108 G St. N.W. RE. 4433. 
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I “SOMETHING SPECIAL” 
CARMODY 

STAR 
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"ONE OF THE YEAR’S BEST!" 

CORTIAROUS PERFORMANCES 
Come anytime.. seating at all times! 
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MS HIM' 
GApY *U£PPHI HUGH MA&lO^/f 

T-OARRiJl F Mr^^r'-JOSEPH L MANKIEWICZ' 

This is M-G-M's sequel to 
SWafe MEW one of the greatest pictures 

flHjHilf of all time. The public said; 
"Tell us the rest of the 
Miniver Story!" Here it is, 

B|PH| Hi the further adventures of 
beloved Mrs. Miniver! 

H M-G-M presents 

CREED WALTER 

■ GARSONPiOGEOff 
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■ Stay 
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I melTORME I 
^ M.G.M. Motion Picture Star of 
mk "Word* and Music" 

■ E BRICKLAYERS I 
Hilarious Canine Coynedy Capers 

I ROY AVICKI DOUGLAS • WJNIK & MAE 
In Double Talk Dancing'Stars 

■ SAM JACK KAUFMAN A CAPITOL ORCHESTRA 
|g featuring KAY DcWITT H 


